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The exterior, facing Fay Avenue, of the La Jolla Music Society’s proposed Conrad Prebys Performing Arts Center. The complex will include a
500-seat concert hall and a smaller cabaret/theater space. IMAGE: DENNIS ALLAIN/EPSTEIN JOSLIN ARCHITECTS

La Jolla Music Society
goes public
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Society makes presentation to planning association, starts approval process

On Thursday, the La Jolla Music Society made a presentation to the La Jolla Community
Planning Association that included showing renderings of the proposed Conrad Prebys Performing
Arts Center for the first time. And it announced its intention to start the formal submission of plans
to the
approvalCenter
within
the next
two
Thecity
Shalinfor
Liu Performance
in Rockport,
Mass., is
one ofweeks.
several designed by Epstein Joslin Architects.
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Concerted design

“We’re at the end of what we call schematic design,” said
The complex at 7600 Fay Ave. will cost an estimated $50
Alan Joslin, principal-in-charge at Epstein Joslin Architects,
million (including the land, which the Music Society has
which is designing the center. “The La Jolla Music Society has already acquired), plus an additional $12.5 million for an
embraced the layout of the building, the look of the building
operating endowment. The Music Society has already raised
and the organization of the building. … Now we move into
approximately $57.5 million toward the total $62.5 million
design development, where we work out the nuts and bolts.”
needed for the project.
La Jolla Music Society conﬁdent architectural ﬁrm will create performing arts center that is unique while blending with community
Gaining city approval and the necessary permits for the

An interview with The Conrad’s famed acoustician,
complex is expected to take between 12new
toand
18exciting
months.
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construction taking an additional 18 months,
Jolla
The ﬁrm’s principals — Joslin, Debohe La Jolla Music Society’s decision to build a new performing
arts center
prompted
by the
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The Conrad
in— will work
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Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego’s plans to convert 2018.
Sherwood Auditorium into gallery space. with the Music Society in a project that
music-society-concert-hall-toyota/)
■ But don’t call the Music Society’s proposed 500-seat concert hall an auditorium. ■ “I think it’s
includes a 150-seat cabaret/multipurpose
The Music Society has created a website
for the project:
sad when concert halls become simply auditoriums,” said architect Alan Joslin of Epstein Joslin Architects. space, rehearsal rooms, a cafe, an open
courtyard and the concert hall.
theconrad.org
“There’s a magic we seek in them, something that really reaches for a higher level of experience, something

T

that’s moving.” ■ Epstein Joslin Architects will be making magic for the La Jolla Music Society.
The La Jolla Music Society has hired

“I like to think of a concert environment
as a place that can inspire people to aspire
to higher levels of purpose and accomplishment,” said Joslin, who will lead the

