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Shalin Liu Performance Center in Rockport, MA, designed by Epstein Joslin Architects. PHOTO: ROBERT BENSON

Concerted design
La Jolla Music Society confident architectural firm will create
performing arts center that is unique while blending with community

JAMES CHUTE • U-T

The La Jolla Music Society’s decision to build a new performing arts center was prompted by the
Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego’s plans to convert Sherwood Auditorium into gallery
space. ■ But don’t call the Music Society’s proposed 500-seat concert hall an auditorium. ■ “I think
it’s sad when concert halls become simply auditoriums,” said architect Alan Joslin of Epstein Joslin
The Shalin Liu Performance Center in Rockport, Mass., is one of several designed by Epstein Joslin Architects.
Architects. “There’s a magic we seek in them, something that really reaches for a higher level of
experience, something that’s moving.” ■ Epstein Joslin Architects will be making magic for the La
Jolla Music Society.
ROBERT BENSON

Concerted design

The La Jolla Music Society has hired the Cambridge, Mass.“In our minds, it was no contest, absolutely no contest,”
based firm to design its new $40 million performing arts
said La Jolla Music Society president and artistic director
La Jolla Music Society conﬁdent architectural ﬁrm will create performing arts center that is unique while blending with community
center
at 7600 Fay Ave. in La Jolla, between Pearl Avenue and Christopher Beach.
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as a place that can inspire people to aspire
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The La Jolla Music Society has hired
the Cambridge, Mass.-based ﬁrm to

to higher levels of purpose and accomplishment,” said Joslin, who will lead the
project. “Professional musicians have

Epstein Joslin principals, from left, Alan Joslin (principal-in-charge and
design lead for the La Jolla project), Deborah Epstein (lead for interiors and
finishes), Ray Porfilio (permitting, code and technical requirements).

The firm’s principals—Joslin, Deborah Epstein and Ray
Porfilio—will work with the Music Society in a project that
includes a 150-seat cabaret/multipurpose space, rehearsal
rooms, a cafe, an open courtyard and the concert hall.
“I like to think of a concert environment as a place that
can inspire people to aspire to higher levels of purpose and
accomplishment,” said Joslin, who will lead the project.
“Professional musicians have spent years developing their
technique and their ability to express the meaning of a
musical composition. For a musician to share that skill
and insight directly with an audience in a live and intimate
setting represents a vital human endeavor.
“That’s very different from simply selling CD’s with the goal
of topping the pop charts. It reaches much deeper. And as
such we hope that this new building enhances and elevates
that most important communal encounter.”

and direct as possible. So, and I think we can improve on
what Sherwood provides, you’ll probably see things like loge
boxes and side balconies, raised seating for the seats toward
the back—all with a sense of bringing people close to the
performers.”
Joslin, however, also acknowledges the social aspect of La
Jolla Music Society events and how that will inform the center’s
design.
“The people who come to SummerFest, they come on
a regular basis, they know each other, it’s a very social
environment,” said Joslin. “And so the way we organize
space has to be so it supports that, encourages that sense of
community, even before the performance, and at intermission,
and afterward.”

Weill Hall at the Green Music Center, Sonoma State University, CA
Alan Joslin a Principal-in-Charge for design with William Rawn
Associates, Boston, MA PHOTO SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY

Gathering places

One of Joslin and his partners’ hallmarks in the firm’s
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projects has been the way they organize space so the
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to hear live music because it’s a very intimate experience.
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“We want to make sure in shaping the hall that the
Twitter: @sdutchute | Facebook.com/utar tmusic
relationship between audience and performer is as intimate

